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fore, was an Opposition bloc, embracing more than half
of its membership.   This bloc, composed of different
groups, was entirely controlled by the Cadets, and to
counteract this formidable  Opposition,  there  was  no
clearly-defined Conservative element, and no Moderate
Liberal group of any consequence.    But, apart from all
the rest, there rose a confused and formless mass, com-
posed of two hundred peasants, diversified only here
and there by their village " popes," long-haired and
hirsute-faced, who differed but little in appearance and
mentality from their companions, the tillers of the soil.
The introduction of this peasant mass into the Douma
had been the pet idea of the Government, and, with
this object in view, the elections had been regulated by
an   electoral  law,   whose   responsible   author   was  M.
Boulyguine, a mediocre bureaucrat, who had given his
name to the first project of a constitution, which had
never gone into effect.    The law had then been re-
touched and completed by the Government of Count
Witte;   it was prodigiously complicated and artificial,
and was  designed to favour the peasant class to the
disadvantage of all other classes in the country.   The
Government hoped thereby to benefit by the presence
in the Douma of an element to be depended on for
its   conservative spirit, its loyalty to the person of the
Czar, and its docility to the voice of the established
authority   and   the   official   Church.   Never   did  the
bureaucrats who ruled the destinies of Russia commit
a greater blunder, nor one which was more fatal to
the very cause which they had at heart, for, as will be
seen presently, the peasants entered the Douma pos-
sessed of the fixed idea that they were to obtain a division
of the land in favour of their class.   Profoundly ignorant
of all the other questions that were, to come before the